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RED 4346 Literacy Practicum I (CRN: 25898) 
Spring 2015 

 
Instructor: Dr. Kathleen Mein            Wednesdays, 5:30 PM-8:20 PM                 
Email:  kmein@utep.edu                                IM-50% + Online (Hybrid) 
Phone: 915-747-8045                                      Location: Education Building, Room 301 
Office: EDUC 105C                         January 26—May 13, 2015 
Office Hours: M & W-12:00-3:30 PM; T &Th- 11:00 AM-3:30 PM & by appointment.  
 
Catalog Course description: 
Literacy Practicum I (2-1) Linguistic, cultural, sociological, and psychological foundations of the 
literacy processes; special emphasis on developing integrated reading-writing programs to meet 
the needs of diverse learners. Restricted to major: IDST. Prerequisite: RED 4341 with a grade of 
"C" or better and admission to Teacher Education. 
3.000 Credit hours: 2.000 Lecture hours &1.000 Lab hours 

 
Course objectives:   
RED 4346: This course will prepare participants to understand the linguistic, cultural, social and 
psychological foundations of the literacy processes and develop proficiencies to support English 
Learners’ academic language development across the curriculum.   Participants will draw on 
second language learning research and practical classroom language activities to distinguish 
integrated listening, speaking, reading and writing contexts for English learning across the 
curriculum and apply language and literacy teaching and assessment concepts during field 
experience hours.  The course will provide numerous opportunities to connect literacy and 
language theories with the State Board for Educator Certification (SBEC) standards for English-
Language Arts and Reading 4-8 and the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) and the Texas 
English Language Proficiency Standards (ELPS). The SBEC standards are closely aligned with the 
English-Language Arts and Reading TEKS which can be downloaded at 
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/teks.   Core course competencies include the following State Board for 
Educator Certification (SBEC) standards and Professional Responsibilities (PPR) EC-12 aptitudes: 

 Distinguish and implement developmentally responsive instruction and ongoing 
assessments using a variety of oral language instructional opportunities for students to 
develop listening and speaking skills (SBEC Language Arts & Reading 4-8, Standard 1; PPR 1, 
Competency 1). 

 Design and plan effective, motivational, and coherent word identification, reading fluency 
and comprehension learning experiences and assessments that are responsive to 
differences among students, are based on appropriate learning goals and objectives, and 
promote all students’ learning (SBEC Language Arts & Reading 4-8, Standards 3 & 4; PPR I, 
Competencies 2, 3, 4). 

 Identify a variety of literacy assessment practices to monitor student performance and 
achievement and provide students with timely, high quality feedback; and responds 

mailto:kmein@utep.edu
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/teks
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flexibly to promote student learning for all students (SBEC Language Arts & Reading 4-8, 
Standard 8; PPR I, III; Technology Applications I-V, Competency 10). 

 Apply principles and strategies for communicating effectively in varied teaching and 
learning contexts (PPR I, III; Technology Applications I-V, Competency 7).  

 Understand the developmental processes of oral language and the foundations of reading 
and early literacy development (SBEC Language Arts & Reading 4-8, Standards 1 & 2). 

 Know the reading process and implement responsive before-during-after reading activities 
and assessments for students to improve reading proficiency using varied types of texts 
(SBEC Language Arts & Reading 4-8, Standards 4 & 8). 

 Know the writing process and develop writing strategies and assessments that help 
students develop competence in written communication (SBEC Language Arts & Reading 4-
8, Standards 5 & 8). 

 
Student learning outcomes:  
Through participation in this course, students will be able to  

1. Compare and contrast language and literacy contexts that help learners develop academic 
language and understand how to scaffold challenging language and learning activities 
across the curriculum (TEKS ELA & R, 4-8, Listening & Speaking: Listening, Speaking & 
Teamwork).  

2. Read, analyze and report on your understanding and instructional application of 
collaborative group work to develop reading fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension of 
literary and informational texts (TEKS ELA & R, 4-8, Reading: Fluency, Vocabulary 
Development, Comprehension/Theme & Genre, Poetry, Drama, Fiction, Nonfiction, Sensory 
Language, Culture & History, Expository Text, Persuasive Text, and Procedural Text). 

3. Explore and describe the print, multi-modal, and digital literacy teaching and learning 

found in linguistically and culturally diverse classroom settings (TEKS ELA & R, 4-8, Reading: 

Media Literacy and Writing: Literary Texts and Writing). 

4. Explore and describe linguistically and culturally-rich reading environments and teaching 

and assessment practices that support students’ comprehension and wide reading of 

narrative and expository texts (TEKS ELA & R, 4-8, Reading: Vocabulary Development, 

Comprehension/Theme & Genre, Poetry, Drama, Fiction, Nonfiction, Sensory Language, 

Culture & History, Expository Text, Persuasive Text, and Procedural Text). 

5. Explore and describe linguistically and culturally-rich writing environments and teaching 

and assessment practices that support students’ competence in written communication 

(TEKS ELA & R, 4-8, Writing: Writing Process, Literary Texts, Expository & Procedural Texts 

and Persuasive Texts). 

6.  Compile a comprehensive historical fiction learning unit and inquiry project that includes 

planned literacy activities, assessments, and research structured around the historical 

context of a historical fiction novel (TEKS ELA & R, 4-8, Reading: Culture and History and 
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Research: Research Plan, Gathering Sources, Synthesizing Information, and Organizing & 

Presenting Ideas).  

Course readings: 
Required textbook: 
Gibbons, P. (2015). Scaffolding language, scaffolding learning: Teaching English language learners  
    in the mainstream classroom (2nd edition).  Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. 
    ISBN: 978-0-325-05664-7. [This book can be purchased at the UTEP bookstore or online at  
    venues such as Amazon.com, half.com, or Barnes and Noble.] 

 
Texas Essential Knowledge & Skills for English Language Arts & Reading (Elementary & Middle 
School) which can be downloaded at http://www.tea.state.tx.us/teks. 

  
 Texas English Language Proficiency Standards (ELPS) which can be downloaded at the 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/ website-- §74.4. Texas English Language Proficiency Standards (ELPS) 
        
 Select and read one historical fiction young adult novel: 

 Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz-Ryan  

 The Watsons Go to Birmingham by Christopher Paul Curtis 

 Number the Stars by Lois Lowry 

  Course requirements: 
Successful completion of this course will be based on several key elements:  

  
Field experience logs & UTEP observation log-in sheet (25 points) 
A minimum of 15 hours of field experience is required as part of this course.  During the field 
experience, you will observe experienced teachers and plan and implement literacy lessons with 
elementary and middle school children.  You will maintain a log of site visits documenting your 15 
hours of field experience.  For each school visit, write the date; time-in/out; obtain a supervisor’s 
signature; activities/ comments; and location of field experience.  To successfully complete this 
course, you must turn in a completed UTEP Observation log-in sheet documenting 15 hours of 
field experience at the end of the course. A copy of your UTEP Observation Log-in Sheet will be 
placed in your file in the Field Placement Office.  A rubric for the field experience logs and UTEP 
observation log-in sheet can be found in the appendix.         
 
You must complete a background check with the school district in order to be cleared for 
classroom observations.  The school district human resources department will issue a letter of 
background clearance that you will deliver to your assigned school principal. You will not be 
allowed to start your field experience without the clearance letter from the district. Specific 
district requirements are as follows:  
 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/teks
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/
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Canutillo ISD  
o Logon to the District website at: Canutillo-isd.org  
o There are several tabs across the top of the website. They will need to click on the 

Departments tab.  
o Once they have clicked on the tab, a drop down box will display. They will need to click on 

Human Resources.  
o Once in the Human Resources web page, go to the left side of the page and click on 

Employment. Two categories will appear below. Click on Job line.  
o Once on the Job line page, click on the drop down box under Employment Opportunities. 

The University Student Application will appear as the last choice on the list. Click on it.  
o The forms will all pull up together, one after the other. They will need to print out, fill out 

and bring them in to the District Office. They are still required to pay the $1.00 fee for the 
background check.  

o Complete TB testing at the UTEP Health Center, Union Building East Ste. 100 - (915) 747-
5624  

Clint ISD  
o Log on to Clintweb.net  
o Under the Employment Section  
o Select Volunteer/Student Intern Application  
o Complete and Submit Online Application  
o Allow District 48 hours to conduct background  
o Student intern can check on approval status by logging back onto their application  
El Paso ISD  
o Submit completed EPISD Letter of Understanding for Student Intern/Observer/Visitor to me 

and I will submit the letter to EPISD.  District will take care of background checks. 
o You must obtain a district background check clearance letter that must be presented at the 

campuses prior to beginning your field experience. 
Socorro ISD  

o Log on to SISD.net  
o Go to Jobs  
o Click on Forms  
o Scroll down to Criminal Record Form  
o Print the Department of Public Safety Background Check form  
o Complete and return to SISD, 12460 Rojas Dr., El Paso, TX, 79928  
o Please note the Police and Sheriff forms are NOT required for student teachers.  

Ysleta ISD  
o Log on to https://bisweb.yisd.net/BackgroundConsentForm/  
o Fill out form; make copy for your records  
o Submit Form on line  
o For questions call 434-0410, Lulu Petrosky, Criminal Records Clerk, Ysleta ISD 

Administrative Offices  
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Field experience logs (25 points) 
You will maintain a log of your field experiences with weekly reflections of what you are learning 
during your field experience.   For each field experience log, reflect on classroom events and 
practice using the observation focus questions in the syllabus course schedule.  Your writing 
(approximately 500 words) should be reflective rather than merely descriptive and cite 
information from the week’s reading in your reflection.  Follow APA guidelines and use the 
following link as your resource: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/. You will 
submit five field experience logs (5 points each) on Blackboard.  
 
Historical fiction learning club & inquiry project (30 points).  
The historical fiction learning club and inquiry project is a two-part assignment.  The unit plan 
must include a clear description of the grade level ELA/R TEKS and English Language Proficiency 
Standards (SLPS).  For the historical fiction learning club part, select and read a historical fiction 
novel from the list and plan topics for literature circle roles for the book. For the vocabulary 
enricher role, you will select 2-3 rich vocabulary words to discuss for each chapter in the book.  For 
the connector, discussion director, literary luminary, and summarizer roles, you will plan discussion 
topics, excerpts, and summaries for chapters in the book. For the inquiry investigation, plan a 
research investigation about one of the book’s historical topics.  Plan an inquiry question(s) and 
describe how students will gather information and the research tools and techniques that will be 
used to find information to answer their inquiry question(s).  Describe how students will organize 
and present their research findings.  Submit your historical fiction learning club and inquiry project 
on Blackboard.  A rubric for the historical fiction learning club & inquiry project can be found in the 
appendix. 

 
Final Exam (20 points) 
There will be one final exam in this course.  One key purpose of the exam is to help prepare you 
for the TExES certification exam that you will be required to take before student teaching.  The 
final exam will be comprehensive, covering all readings and class content from the entire spring 
semester.  Questions will be short answer and application of literacy language teaching and 
assessment. The final exam will be on Blackboard. 

 
Method of evaluating student performance: 

Assignment Due Date Point value Assessment of Learning 
Outcomes 

Field experience logs  #1—2/18/15 
#2—3/4/15 
#3—3/25/15 
#4—4/15/15 
#5—4/29/15 
 

25 points Learning Outcomes # 1-6 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
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Grading: 

A 90-100 points 
B 80-89 points 
C 70-79 points 
D 60-69 points 
F Below 59 

points 
  

Attendance Policy: 
Your attendance and active participation are vital to this course.  This is a hybrid course with 50% 
of the content online; therefore, you must attend all face-to-face class sessions. The student may 
be dropped for lack of attendance.  If you miss one day of class, contact me immediately.   

 
Disability Policy: 
If you have or believe you have a disability, you may wish to self-identify. You can do so by 
providing documentation to the Center for Accommodations and Support (CASS) formerly known 
as the Disabled Student Services Office (DSSO) located in Union E Room 203. Students who have 
been designated as disabled must reactivate their standing with the Center for Accommodations 
and Support (CASS) on a yearly basis. Failure to report to this office will place a student on the 
inactive list and nullify benefits received. If you have a condition which may affect your ability to 
exit safely from the premises in an emergency or which may cause an emergency during class, you 
are encouraged to discuss this in confidence with the instructor and/or the director of the Center 
for Accommodations and Support Services (CASS)--http://sa.utep.edu/cass/ . You may call 747-
5148 for general information about the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 

 
Standards of Academic Integrity: 
Students are expected to uphold the highest standards of academic integrity.  Any form of 
scholastic dishonesty is an affront to the pursuit of knowledge and jeopardizes the quality of the 
degree awarded to all graduates of UTEP. Any student who commits an act of scholastic 
dishonesty is subject to discipline. Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to cheating, 
plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are not attributable in 
whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to 
give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts.  Proven violations of the 

Historical Fiction learning clubs 
& inquiry unit 

 5/6/15 30 points Learning Outcomes # 1-6 

UTEP Observation log-in sheet  5/6/15 25 points Learning Outcomes # 1-6 
 

Final Exam 5/13/15 20 points Learning Outcomes #1-6 

http://sa.utep.edu/cass/
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detailed regulations, as printed in the Handbook of Operating Procedures (HOP) and available in 
the Office of the Dean of Students, may result in sanctions ranging from disciplinary probation, to 
failing grades on the work in question, to failing grades in the course, to suspension or dismissal 
among others. 

 
Additional Resources: 
Websites – These websites are sources of additional information for literacy assessment & 
instruction: 
National Reading Panel Report--www.nationalreadingpanel.org/publications/summary.htm. 
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for English Language Arts and Reading 
Subchapter A. Elementary (TEKS)-- http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter110/ch110a.html 
TPRI Early Reading Assessment-- http://www.tpri.org/about/index.html. 
"El Inventario de Lectura en Español de Tejas" (Tejas LEE)-- http://www.tejaslee.org/ 
State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR)--
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/staar/ 
Response to Intervention (RTI)-- http://www.rti4success.org/ 
International Reading Association – www.reading.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

**Please note that this syllabus is subject to change and/or adjustments.** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nationalreadingpanel.org/publications/summary.htm
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter110/ch110a.html
http://www.tpri.org/about/index.html
http://www.tejaslee.org/
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/staar/
http://www.rti4success.org/
http://www.reading.org/
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Course Schedule: 

D
ate 

Topic Readings/Assignments Due 

Jan 21 
Week 

1 

Introduction to the 
course  
 

Read Syllabus 
 Syllabus Review 
 Course Requirements 
 Field Experience  
 Texas English Language Proficiency Standards (ELPS) 

Jan 28 
Week 

2 
 
 

Face-to-face class: 
Academic language 
learning & field 
experience logs. 
 

Complete background check & clearance for field experience.  
In class, submit the name of school district and school where 
you will conduct your field experience observations.  
 
Read: 

 Gibbons, ch.1: Scaffolding language and learning 

Feb 4 
Week 

3 

Online class: Student 
engagement & 
classroom talk 

Read: 

 Gibbons, ch.2: Creating contexts for language learning & 
What helps learners to learn a new language, pp.23-31. 
 

Feb 11 
Week 

4 

Face-to-face class: 
Collaboration & 
second language 
learning 

Read: 

 Gibbons, ch.2: Classroom talk and EL learners, pp. 31-47. 
 
Observation focus: A teacher’s interactions with groups of EL 
learners.  How did the teacher provide opportunities for 
students to talk?  Who spoke the most? Why? 
 

Feb 18 
Week 

5 

Online class: 
Assessment for 
learning 

Read: 

 Gibbons, ch.3: Collaborative group work and second 
language learning and Making group work effective, 
pp.49-64  

 
Assignment due: Field experience log #1 due on Blackboard by 
Wednesday 2/18 at midnight. 
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Course Schedule: 

Date Topic Readings/Assignments Due 

Feb 25 
Week 

6 

Face-to-face class: 
Authentic 
communication 
through group work 
 
 
 

Read: 

 Gibbons, ch.3: Some suggestions for group and pair 
activities across the curriculum, Activities especially for 
beginners, and Developing and maintaining 
relationships, pp. 64-77. 

 
Observation focus: What difficulties do students encounter 
during group tasks? How did the teacher respond to these 
difficulties? 
 

March 
4 

Week 
7 

Online class: The 
reading process  
  
 
 
 

Read: 

 Gibbons, ch.6, Reading in a second language, The 
process of reading, and Reader roles, pp.135-143. 

 
Assignment due: Field experience log #2 due on Blackboard by 
Wednesday 3/4 at midnight. 
 

March 
18 

Week 
8 

Online class: 
Classroom literacy 
contexts 

Read: 

 Gibbons, ch.6: Implications for EL learners, Planning for 
reading: activities for before, during, & after reading, 
and Developing phonemic awareness: how listening and 
reading interact, pp. 143-180. 

 
Observation focus: What texts are being used to teach reading? 
What specific cultural, conceptual, or language difficulties might 
the students face?  Are literature circles evident?  Are students 
assigned reader roles? 
  

March 
25 

Week 
9 

Online class: Cultural 
& linguistic challenges 
in writing across the 
curriculum 

Read: 

 Gibbons, ch.5: Learning to write in a second language 
and culture. 

 
Assignment due: Field experience log #3 on Blackboard by 
Wednesday 3/25 at midnight.  
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Course Schedule: 

Date Topic Readings/Assignments Due 

April 1 
Week 
10 

Face-to-face class: 
Adding history to 
fiction 

Read:  

 Gibbons, ch.8: Developing an integrated curriculum: 
Learning language, and learning about language. 

 
Observation focus: How does the teacher integrate subject 
content and language?  How does the teacher plan units of 
work or topics?  What language tasks are used to support 
academic learning? 
 
Select and begin reading a historical fiction novel: 

 Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz-Ryan  

 The Watsons Go to Birmingham by Christopher Paul 
Curtis 

 Number the Stars by Lois Lowry 
 

April 
15 

Week 
11 

Online class: From 
speaking to writing 

Read: 

 Gibbons, ch.4: From speaking to writing in the content 
classroom. 

 
Read selected historical fiction young adult novel. 
 
Assignment due: Field experience log #4 on Blackboard by 
Wednesday 4/15 at midnight 

April 
22 

Week 
12 

Online class: 
Collaborative groups 
& listening skills 

Read: 

 Gibbons, ch.7: Listening: An active and thinking process, 
Making sense of what we hear, and Types of listening, 
pp. 182-187. 

 
Read selected historical fiction young adult novel. 
 
Observation focus: What situations occur in the classroom that 
may reflect a student’s difficulty with listening in English?  
Review a subject-based unit plan—what listening strategies 
were planned?  How did the teacher provide opportunities for 
students to listen?   
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Course Schedule: 

Date Topic Readings/Assignments Due 

April 
29 

Week 
13 

Face-to-face class: 
Historical fiction 
learning clubs & 
inquiry project  
 

Read: 

 Gibbons, ch.7: Implications for Teaching and Focusing on 
the sounds of English, pp.188-204. 

 Fisher, Frey, & Gonzalez, Releasing responsibility: A 
framework for teaching and learning 

 
Bring selected historical fiction young adult novel to class. 
 
Assignment due: Field experience log #5 on Blackboard by 
Wednesday 4/29 at midnight. 
  

May 6 
Week 

14 

Face-to-face class: 
Review for final exam  
 

Review for Final Exam/PPR 
 
Assignment due:  Historical fiction learning clubs & inquiry 
project due. Submit your historical fiction unit on Blackboard 
by 5/6/15 at midnight. 
 
Assignment due: Submit your UTEP Observation Log-in Sheet 
documenting 15 hours of field experience in class. 
 

May 
13 

Week 
15 

FINAL EXAM 
 

Final exam on Blackboard. 
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APPENDIX 
Grading Rubrics for Course Assignment 

 
Field experience logs (25 points) 

 

Criteria  Possible 
Points 

Points 
Earned 

Clearly written (500 words) reflection that focuses on  
recommended observation topics and cites references from  
weekly readings. 
 

1  

Includes details of observation experiences and examples of 
meaningful connections to course content. 
 

1  

Includes thoughtful information about ideas and techniques  
that you will use in your future classroom.  
  

1  

Notes relevant professional questions about what you learned 
during each site visit and its significance to student achievement. 
   

1  

Writing is clear, professional, free of significant errors, and 
follows APA guidelines. 
 

1  

Total 5 pts. X 5 logs=25 
points 

 
 UTEP Observation Log-in Sheet (25 points) 
 

Criteria Possible Points Points 
Earned 

UTEP Observation Log-in Sheet is complete with dates; time-
in/out; supervisor’s signature; activities/comments; and 
location—documenting 15 hours of field experience 
observation & teaching. 
 

25   

Total 25 points  
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APPENDIX 
Grading Rubrics for Course Assignments 

 
Historical fiction learning club & inquiry project (30 points) 

 

Criteria  Possible 
Points 

Points 
Earned 

Clear description of historical novel (title & author), themes, and 
historical context. 

2 
 

 

List title of each chapter, grade level TEKS vocabulary standard, 
ELPS, and identify 2-3 rich vocabulary words that are significant to 
the story, difficult for readers, or just interesting words; vocabulary 
enricher role.   

4  

Title of the chapter(s), grade level TEKS reading standard, ELPS, and 
clear description of connections made to your life (text-to-self), 
connections to world community with other people or problems 
(text-to-world), and connections with other stories/books (text-to-
text); connector role. 

2  

Title of the chapter(s), grade level TEKS reading standard, ELPS, and 
clear description of questions raised in the chapter; discussion 
director role. 

4  

Title of the chapter(s), grade level TEKS reading standard, ELPS, page 
number, and clear description of words, paragraphs or sentences 
that spotlight funny, powerful, or interesting sections; literary 
luminary role. 

2  

Title of the chapter(s), grade level TEKS reading standard, ELPS, and 
clear summary of chapter that includes main idea and important 
details; summarizer role. 

4  

Clear description of grade level TEKS research standard, ELPS, 
inquiry/research question(s), and the print and technology website 
resources that will support students’ inquiry. 

4  

Clear description of grade level TEKS research standard, ELPS, and 
how students will collect and organize their inquiry/research 
information into categories.  

4  

Clear description of grade level TEKS research standard, ELPS, and 
how students will present their research findings. 

4  

Total 30 points 
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APPENDIX 
OBSERVATION LOG-IN SHEET 

RED 4346: DOCUMENTATION OF FIELD EXPERIENCE HOURS 
[OBSERVATION & LITERACY TUTORING] 

REQUIREMENT OF 15 HOURS 
Name of Student: ________________________________   80#____________________ 

  

Date Time-In Time-Out Assigned 
Supervisor 
Signature 

Activities/Comments 
(Please specify)  

Location 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      



 SPRING      
2015 

  TEACHER EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

                COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 

                    UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT EL PASO 

 

15 | P a g e  
 

Date Time-In Time-Out Assigned 
Supervisor 
Signature 

Activities/Comments 
(Please specify)  

Location 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

 
The following student ____________________________ has completed __________ hours of field 
experience/observation/tutoring a literacy lesson. If you have any questions, you may contact me 
at kmein@utep.edu. 
 
Kathleen R. Mein, Ed.D, Professor of Practice   ________________________________________ 

 
 

mailto:kmein@utep.edu

